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December and Summer have finally arrived and you can almost hear the collective sigh of 
relief as 2021 draws to a close. 
 
It was a challenging year for most and we are all looking forward to a break so that we can 
start the new year refreshed and ready to approach it with optimism and enthusiasm. 
 
Whatever your plans for the holidays, we wish you and your family a happy festive season. 
Please note, our office will be closed from 12.00pm on 23 December 2021 to 17 January 
2022. 
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Noel’s News
Restaurants  
– by Mark Lisle
After 18 months of on-off lockdowns and 
restrictions, I have managed to try a few 
restaurants in the last month. Here a couple 
of noteworthy ones:

Chancery Lane  
– 430 Little Collins St, 
Melbourne

Located where the old Vue de Monde  was 
on the corner of little Collins Street and 
Chancery Lane, I have been keen to try this 
place since it first opened earlier this year. 
Problem was, it has been closed more than 
it has been open during that period.

Anyway, I finally got my opportunity recently. 
The first thing that strikes you when you 
enter is the old world opulence. It is actually 
quite breathtaking and you need to pause 
for a few seconds to take it all in. The classy 
décor is not let down by the food or the 
service. Every aspect of this restaurant just 
oozes class.

The cuisine is predominantly meat and 
seafood, although I did notice a few 
vegetarian dishes. I had the Wagtu flank 
which was excellent but two of our dining 
partners shared the dry aged duck a 
l’orange, which they raved about. Whilst the 
setting is old English, the menu definitely has 
a French flavour to it.

The drinks menu is extensive and varied, 
including the wines by the glass. 

Chancery Lane is not cheap but still seemed 
like good value. Hard to fault this place really 

– we’ll be back soon!

Society Restaurant  
– 80 Collins St, Melbourne

Another one that we were keen to try, 
as we had heard a lot about it..

When you first enter, the overwhelming 
impression you get is one of grandeur. 
There is a magnificent marble bar, a 
spacious lounge area and a grand 
dining room as well – it is a huge venue. 
Once in the dining room, your eyes 
are immediately transfixed on the huge 
crystal chandeliers that hover over the 
dining tables. They look like they could 
kill a table of 10 instantly if someone cut 
them off at the ceiling.

Everything about Society is grand – 
the size, the décor and, of course, 
the prices. There is no doubt about 
the quality of the food, the wine list 
or the service. It is unambiguously 
impressive. However, maybe it’s the 
accountant in me, I still can’t justify 
the cost. I would challenge anybody 
to have two courses and a couple of 
drinks under $200 per head. You could 
easily spend double that.

There was one other thing that we 
found slightly annoying… the music. 
It was just too loud. You know how it 
is when everyone has to speak over 
the music and you can’t hear the soft 
talker on the other side of the table? I’m 
told this is Chris Lucas’ style and some 
would say it creates atmosphere, but 
not for me.

Don’t get me wrong, dining at Society 
was a great experience and I’m glad we 
did it. However, I won’t be rushing back

Book Review  
– by Andrea Sent
Braiding Sweetgrass,  
by Robin Wall Kimmerer.

Written by a biologist, Braiding 
Sweetgrass takes us on a journey 
from the sacred to the scientific, 
while elegantly merging these two 
perspectives. Weaving together 
modern knowledge of plants and 
animals with the traditional wisdom 
of the Native American people, the 
stories in the book inspire deep 
admiration and awe for the natural 
world and our part in it. 

With her scientific eye and her 
indigenous heart, the North 
American forests are vividly 
described by Robin. Her profound 
love and respect for nature and 
the mindful way she gives and 
takes from the environment are 
inspirational. The collection of stories 
she shares bring to life examples 
of sustainability, simultaneously 
illustrating how the Earth sustains us 
and how our behaviour can support 
our planet. 

In many ways, the descriptions of the 
natural environment reminded me of 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia 
Owens. If you loved the exquisite 
way nature was described in Where 
the Crawdads Sing, or if you are 
passionate about sustainability, I’m 
sure you will enjoy reading Braiding 
Sweetgrass.



Movie Review  
– by Corey Lisle
Dune

A mythic and emotionally charged hero’s 
journey, “Dune” tells the story of Paul 
Atreides, a brilliant and gifted young 
man born into a great destiny beyond his 
understanding, who must travel to the most 
dangerous planet in the universe to ensure 
the future of his family and his people. As 
malevolent forces explode into conflict over 
the planet’s exclusive supply of the most 
precious resource in existence-a commodity 
capable of unlocking humanity’s greatest 
potential-only those who can conquer their 
fear will survive.—Warner Bros.

Since it’s 1965 publication, Frank Herbert’s 
Dune has sat above The Lord of the Rings 
and A Song of Ice and Fire series as the 
embodiment of the “unfilmable novel”. The 
critical and financial failure of David Lynch’s 
rushed, confusing and all-round bizarre 
1984 attempt at adapting the Sci-fi epic only 
strengthened this assertion. 

Now, French-Canadian director Denis 
Vellenueuve (pronounced “deh-nus vil-
nuhv”), a lifelong Dune fan, has given his 
interpretation of the so-called unfilmable 
novel on the silver screen. In my opinion, 
Villeneuve is the greatest director working 
right now. Arrival, Blade Runner 2049, 
Prisoners and Incendies are all excellent and 
his latest film is no exception. 

The 1984 film attempted to squeeze all 
400 pages of the novel into one-feature 
film. Thankfully, the 2021 film only attempts 
to adapt the first-half of the novel, with 
the sequel on the way for a 2023 release 
(pending any covid delays). This is one of the 
film’s greatest strengths, as we are given time 
to breathe and understand a rather-complex 
science-fiction world, whilst unfilmable 
elements of the book (pages-upon-pages of 
inner-monologues) are transposed effectively 
through excellent performances from the 
main cast. 

The visuals are also, thankfully, jaw-dropping. 
The overuse of computer-generated imagery 
we see dominate films in the post-Marvel 
world is replaced by practical effects, gigantic 
live-action set pieces, meticulous attention-
to-detail that could only come from a director 
who is as passionate about the source 
material as much as Villenueve does and a 
less-is-more approach to visual effects that 
allows its intermittent use throughout the film 
(giant worms) to be far more effective. Hans 
Zimmer’s score is also suitably bombastic 

and creatively uses strange sounds and 
instruments to effectively make the film feel 
like it is truly happening in a different galaxy, 
10,000+ years in the future. 

Above-all, this is a film to be seen on the 
biggest screen, with the biggest sound you 
can possibly find. I saw it in Imax and it 
was truly an unforgettable experience. After 
decades of monotonous, focus-grouped 
superhero movies oversaturating the popcorn 
movie market, it’s beyond-refreshing to see 
that epic-in-scale, unique and engrossing 
big-budget blockbusters can still be made. 

Sports Reviews
Cricket – by Tom Cooper

The test cricket series between traditional 
rivals Australia and England, or ‘The Ashes’, 
returned to Australian shores with the first 
test commencing at the Gabba in Brisbane 
on 8th December 2021. 

The build up to the series was particularly 
unusual, with England having to navigate the 
vagaries of international travel and quarantine 
while Australia was forced to make late 
personnel changes due to incumbent captain 
and wicketkeeper, Tim Paine, stepping down 
in the lead up to the series.

At the time of writing, Australia is in control of 
the 1st Test after stellar performances by Pat 
Cummins and Travis Head and are currently 
surging towards a first up victory. It appears 
England’s only hope of salvaging anything 
from the match is a slight chance of rain. 

Predictions: Australia’s attack to keep them 
in control for the remainder of the series, lead 
by Australia’s new captain, Pat Cummins, 
even despite the dangers presented by Joe 
Root and Ben Stokes. 

Australia to win the series 3-0 and retain the 
Ashes. Man of the Series: Pat Cummins.

Tennis – Australian Open  
– By Claudia Santalucia

It’s always exciting when the Australian Open 
rolls around - after all, it is the ‘Happy Slam’. 
For those tennis lovers like myself, you’ll 
want to clear your schedule from Monday 17 
January through to Sunday 30 January. 

As I write this, Djokovic continues to withhold 
his Covid-19 vaccination status, meaning he 
may be absent from next year’s Open. If he 
doesn’t compete, he is giving up his chance 
to win a record 10th Australian Open title and 
top the all-time men’s Grand Slam Singles 
leaderboard. Seems unlikely that he will pass 
that opportunity up. Further, he recently 

committed to compete for Serbia in the 
ATP Cup in Sydney; a tournament that has 
the same vaccination requirements as the 
Australian Open.  

Whether Djokovic plays or not, the men’s 
draw is much more open than previous 
years. Amongst others, Daniil Medvedev 
and Alexander Zverev have decent odds 
heading into the tournament. Both had stellar 
2021 seasons. Zverev, coming off the back 
of an ATP Finals win in Turin last month, a 
gold medal win in Tokyo, four Master 1000 
/ Master 500 titles amongst others and 
appearances in Gland Slam semis and finals, 
will be heading into the Open with confidence 
(and highly seeded). 

Medvedev also had a stellar season – he won 
four tournaments including is maiden grand 
slam title at the US Open, defeating Djokovic 
in straight sets and he finished on top of the 
2021 leaderboard for Men’s Match Wins, with 
a W-L record of 63-13 (at tour level). 

For Nadal, who is also chasing his 21st 
Grand Slam title, he may never get a 
better opportunity to win the Australian 
Open (for just a second time) than if the 
Serb is on the sidelines. 

As for the women’s draw, there are a few 
contenders, but the two standout names are 
Naomi Osaka and Ash Barty. It’s too close 
to call between these players. Osaka has 
already taken home the Daphne Akhurst 
trophy twice and has the experience and skill 
to win her third. On the other hand, Aussie 
Ash Barty is vying for her first slam win on 
home soil. With the confidence of having 
just been awarded the WTA’s Player of the 
Year and the energy that the Barty Army 
provides by cheering her on, Ash poses a 
real threat to her competition. But if history 
has taught us anything, when it comes to 
picking a women’s champion, all bets are off. 
Eight different winners have been crowned 
since 2010, so who knows what will happen? 
Outsiders for the tournament include 
Belarusian Aryna Sabalenka and Canadian, 
Bianca Andreescu.

PREDICTIONS

Men’s:

SF 1:  Medvedev def Djokovic or Rublev

SF 2:  Zverev def Tsitsipas 

Final:  Zverev def Medvedev

Women’s:

SF 1:  Andreescu def Osaka

SF 2:  Barty def Sabalenka

Final: Barty def Andreescu .


